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July 29, 2026

The Honorable Howard Lutnick
Secretary

Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Secretary Lutnick,

As members of The Census Project, representing thousands of census
stakeholders and data users in the private, public, non-profit and research
sectors, we are writing to urge the Administration to request a funding anomaly
for the U.S. Census Bureau in Fiscal Year (FY) 2027. The nature of the budget
cycle for the decennial census and your demonstrated commitment to a strong
FY 2027 budget for the U.S. Census Bureau should make this a non-controversial
request to have included in any continuing resolution.

Since it appears unlikely Congress will pass and send final FY 2027
appropriations bills to the President to sign before the end of September,
Congress and the Administration will need to agree upon a continuing resolution
(CR) to keep federal agencies, including the U.S. Census Bureau, operational.

As you know, FY 2027 is a critical and sensitive year for the Bureau in planning
numerous activities to prepare for the 2030 Census. These include analyzing the
results of the 2026 Census Test; conducting the Local Update of Census
Addresses (LUCA) operation, which allows tribal, state, and local governments to
submit address lists and maps to the Bureau to help ensure universal coverage
in the decennial headcount and reduce the scope of costly field address
canvassing; and, ideally, launching a communications and partnership program.
In addition, the Census Bureau must also continuously field the American
Community Survey to provide communities, businesses, policymakers, and
service providers with timely, robust and reliable demographic and socio-
economic data updated every year throughout the decade.

At the same time, the U.S. Census Bureau is legally required to conduct the next
Economic Census in 2027. The Economic Census operates on a five-year cycle
and provides key benchmark statistics of U.S. businesses and their economic
impact. These data are essential to gauge U.S. economic activity, inform
business decisions, and guide policymaking at all levels of government.
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The combined core missions overlap multiple fiscal years, requiring fluctuating funding levels
over the course of the decade-long ramp up to the next Decennial Census and to prepare for
the quinquennial Economic Census. In recognition of these unique circumstances, previous
Administrations have historically requested funding anomalies, granting the U.S. Census Bureau
permission to spend at a higher rate for the duration of a CR. The U.S. Census Bureau, for
example, received funding anomalies in FY 2010, 2018, 2019, and 2020, allowing them to keep
critical planning and research activities on schedule despite disruptions in the annual
appropriations process.

The Administration requested a strong funding level for the U.S. Census Bureau as part of the
President’s FY 2027 budget. Your budget request reflects support for ensuring the agency has
robust, consistent funding to fulfill its unique, constitutionally required mission and adequately
prepare for the next Decennial and Economic Censuses. If the current appropriations process
lapses, we urge you to reinforce your commitment to the U.S. Census Bureau by adding the
agency to the Administration’s requested list of funding anomalies as deliberations regarding
the FY 2027 Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations bill continue.

Thank you for considering our request and for your support of the U.S. Census Bureau.
Sincerely,
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