
November 27, 2018 
 
 
 
The Honorable Richard Shelby  
Chairman  
Senate Appropriations Committee  
Washington, DC 20510  
 

The Honorable Patrick Leahy  
Vice Chairman 
Senate Appropriations Committee  
Washington, DC 20510 
 

The Honorable Rodney Frelinghuysen  
Chairman  
House Appropriations Committee  
Washington, DC 20515  
 

The Honorable Nita Lowey  
Ranking Member 
House Appropriations Committee  
Washington, DC 20515  
 

 
CC: Senator Jerry Moran, Senator Jeanne Shaheen, Congressman John Culberson, and 
Congressman José Serrano  
 
Dear Chairman Shelby, Vice Chairman Leahy, Chairman Frelinghuysen, and Ranking Member 
Lowey: 
 
As American business leaders, we are writing to express our support for sufficient funding for 
the 2020 Census.  We include members of the National Business Leader Task Force for an 
Accurate Census, business executives, and leaders from national, state, and local business 
membership organizations. We are united in our conviction that a reliable 2020 Census is 
critical for American enterprise.  
 
The U.S. Constitution mandates a count of all residents every ten years. The census is a crucial 
tool that provides information about the characteristics of the population that no other survey 
produces. Accurate data from the decennial count is critical to informing decision-making in both 
the private and public sectors.   
 
Specifically, the census provides businesses with vital demographic information about 
customers, the workforce and the economic landscape that is used by companies of all sizes in 
virtually every industry sector.  Population data from the census helps companies assess 
concentrations of skilled workers, neighborhoods to open a new store or office, and what 
products to offer. Census data also guides the efficient allocation of taxpayer dollars. Each year, 
the federal government directs billions of dollars to states and localities for programs that 
contribute to a strong economy, such as education, workforce development, transportation and 
housing.  Moreover, census data is used to ensure appropriate political representation at the 
local, state and federal levels, which is of interest to business.   
 
Although we are grateful for the increased support the 2020 Census received in Fiscal Year 
2018, there is a substantial risk of an inaccurate count without proper funding. In particular, the 
2020 Census will be the first decennial survey conducted primarily online. We applaud the 
Census Bureau’s commitment to reducing costs by utilizing technology, but with the cancellation 
of multiple field tests, it is unclear whether that technology will function properly. As a result, 
adequate funds are needed to bolster communications, marketing and community partnership 
efforts to encourage all individuals to complete their census forms. We also urge the Bureau to 
ensure that proper measures are in place to secure data after it is collected. 
 



An unreliable 2020 Census would have harmful effects on businesses and the American 
economy that would persist into the future.  We respectfully ask that you prioritize funding 
for this fundamental civic responsibility by ensuring that the U.S. Census Bureau has at 
least $3.648 billion to spend on census operations in Fiscal Year 2019.  This amount 
includes what the U.S. Department of Commerce said it will need in its revised cost estimate for 
the fiscal year, as well as additional funding to support the necessary communication, 
marketing, and partnership efforts described above. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Members of the National Business Leader Task Force for an Accurate Census:  
 

ADAM CONTOS 
CEO 

RE/MAX Holdings 
 

CHUCK LINDEN 
EVP, Global Business 

Development 
Crayola LLC 

 

MAINAK MAZUMDAR 
Chief Research Officer 

Nielsen 
 

HUGH WELSH 
President, General Counsel & 

Secretary 
DSM North America 

 

BRYNNE KENNEDY 
Founder & CEO 

Topia 
 

THOMAS LEE 
President & CEO 

Vulcan, Inc. 
 

WOODY HUNT 
Senior Chairman of the Board  

Hunt Companies 
 

JEFFREY SMULYAN 
 Founder, Chairman & CEO 

Emmis Communications 
 

CHARLIE AMATO 
Chairman & Co-Founder 

SWBC 
 

DAVID ALMY 
CEO 

The Insights Association 
 

PETER J. LARKIN 
President & CEO 

National Grocers Association 
 

BOB PINNEGAR  
President & CEO 

National Apartment 
Association 

 
BRIAN WALLACE 

President & CEO 
Coin Laundry Association 

 

HARRY C. ALFORD 
President & CEO 

National Black Chamber of 
Commerce 

 

LILLIAN SPARKS ROBINSON 
Interim Executive Director 

Native American Contractors 
Association 

 
JONATHAN WEINHAGEN 

 President & CEO 
Minneapolis Regional 

Chamber 
 

DAVID RATTRAY 
EVP, Center for Education 

Excellence and Talent 
Development 

Los Angeles Area Chamber 
of Commerce 

 

JEFF WASDEN 
President 

Colorado Business 
Roundtable 

 

JUSTIN YANCY 
President 

Texas Business Leadership 
Council 

 

KELLY BROUGH  
President & CEO 

Denver Metro Chamber of 
Commerce 

 

STEVE ROBERTS 
President 

West Virginia Chamber 
 

 



Business Leaders: 
 

J.D. FOSTER 
SVP, Economic Policy and 

Chief Economist 
US Chamber of Commerce 

 

STEPHEN SANDHERR 
CEO 

 Associated General 
Contractors of America 

 

THOMAS BEERS 
Executive Director 

National Association for 
Business Economics (NABE) 
 

CHILING TONG 
President & CEO 

Asian/Pacific American 
Islander Chamber of 

Commerce and 
Entrepreneurship 

 

DOUG BIBBY 
President 

National Multifamily Housing 
Council 

 

KEN POOLE 
Executive Director 

C2ER 
 

SCOTT MITCHELL 
President & CEO 

Sumitomo Chemical America, 
Inc. 

 

BARRY DOWNING 
President & CEO 
Northrock, Inc. 

 

BRENT TAYLOR 
Global CEO 

Barrows Group 
 

THOMAS A. HEYWOOD 
Managing Partner 

Bowles Rice 
 

KEN CHAWKINS 
Business Policy Manager 
Southern California Gas 

Company 
 

GEORGE SPOTTSWOOD 
CEO 

Quality Filters, Inc. 
 

VINCENTINA C TAYLOR 
President 

Waveline Direct Inc. 
 

WILLIAM J. CANARY 
 Chairman 

 Canary & Company 
 

DAVID A. JONES, JR. 
Chairman & Managing 

Partner  
Chrysalis Ventures, LLC 

 
CRAIG R KNUTSON 

President/CEO 
Potts Family Foundation 

 

CHUCK MILLS 
President 

Mills Machine Co 

JOSEPH RUBIN 
Executive Project Consultant 

Gleeds 
 

. 
JONATHAN KING 
Vice President 

Northern Economics 
 

BRODY FELCHLE  
Assistant Vice President 

Financial Solutions Advisor 
Merrill Lynch 

 

BRIAN GRELL 
Executive Vice President 

Eastern Funding LLC 
 

KIM REITMEIER  
Director 

ANCSA Regional Association 
 

HEATHER C. BRICCETTI, ESQ. 
President and CEO 

The Business Council of New 
York State, Inc 

JOHN H. BANKS 
President 

The Real Estate Board of 
New York 

 
LAURA BORDELON 
SVP, Advocacy 

Minnesota Chamber of 
Commerce 

 
 
 

KENT OYLER 
President & CEO 

Greater Louisville, Inc. 
 

NELSON PEACOCK 
President & CEO 

Northwest Arkansas Council 
 



JESSICA WALKER 
President & CEO 

Manhattan Chamber of 
Commerce 

 

KATHERINE KISH 
Executive Director 

Einstein's Alley 
 

LESLIE HASSLER 
President 

National Association of 
Women Business Owners 

(NAWBO) Dallas Fort Worth 
 

 
STEVEN RUBENSTEIN  

Chairman 
Association for a  
Better New York 

 

 
BOBBY G. BLAKLEY, JR. 

Regional President 
BB&T 

 

 
MARGARET ANDERSON 

KELLIHER  
President & CEO 

Minnesota High Tech 
Association (MHTA) 

 
 

(Note: Company or organization names are included for identification purposes only.) 
 
 
 


