FheCensus Project

May 1, 2018

The Honorable Jerry Moran The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen

Chairman Vice Chairwoman

Commerce, Justice, Science Subcommittee Commerce, Justice, Science Subcommittee
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations

United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable John Culberson The Honorable Jose Serrano

Chairman Ranking Member

Commerce, Justice, Science Subcommittee Commerce, Justice, Science Subcommittee
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Moran, Vice Chairwoman Shaheen, Chairman Culberson, and Ranking Member
Serrano,

On behalf of The Census Project (www.thecensusproject.org), a broad-based network of
business, civic, and academic groups committed to a full, fair, complete, and accurate 2020
Census, we are writing to express support for sufficient funding for the U.S. Census Bureau and,
in particular, 2020 Census activities in Fiscal Year (FY) 2019.

We respectfully recommend that the committee allocate $4.735 billion for the Census
Bureau in FY2019 —$933.50 million above the Administration’s request for the agency,
and $912.5 million above the request of $3.015 billion for the 2020 Census.

We appreciate the generous appropriation Congress provided the Census Bureau in the final
Fiscal Year 2018 bill. Despite this support, however, funding for the Census Bureau, and
especially 2020 Census preparations, remains below necessary levels, including the Commerce
Department’s own revised decennial census cost projection for FY2019. Funding shortfalls and
delays throughout the decade have adversely affected Census 2020 planning, compelling the
Bureau to (among other revised plans) cancel two of three originally planned 2018 End-to-End
Census Test sites (sacrificing tests in rural West Virginia and suburban Washington State
counties), cancel all site tests in 2017 (including on two American Indian reservations), delay
development of the Integrated Partnership and Communications Campaign, and revert to a
paper-based Group Quarters counting operation. While the significant funding ramp-up Congress
provided in FY2018 is helping the Census Bureau reset decennial preparations, many technical
and operational challenges remain, making FY2019 the last opportunity for Congress to ensure
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that IT systems, innovative methodologies, and new operations are in place for a successful 2020
Census.

With the funding the Administration has requested for FY2019, the Census Bureau would have
resources to conduct essential 2020 Census activities, such as:

completing all address canvassing operations;

opening Area Census Offices across the country;

finalizing IT systems readiness and security;

recruiting and hiring approximately 76,000 personnel for “in field” address canvassing

this Summer/Fall;

¢ launching the first phase of the communications campaign and making initial advertising
buys; and

e developing the Census 2020 website.

Our enhanced funding recommendation would allow the Bureau the flexibility to increase the
number of partnership specialists or assistants from 1,000 to 2,000; expand targeted advertising
and promotion to hard-to-count communities as part of the Communications Campaign; and
broaden its ‘field footprint’ through more local census offices or questionnaire assistance centers,
thus ensuring a greater presence in every region of the country in light of a lower projected self-
response rate. Support for these additional outreach and education activities is particularly
important, given Commerce Secretary Ross’ recent decision to add an untested citizenship
question to the 2020 Census —which could discourage participation among certain hard-to-count
communities.

Finally, our funding recommendation also enables the Bureau to continue its other activities,
which include conducting the ongoing American Community Survey and other demographic and
economic surveys, and to establish a $300 million plus contingency fund as it has for past
decennials in the event of IT failures or natural disasters, including hurricanes and wildfires,
related to the 2020 Census.

Fiscal Year 2019 is a critical year on the path toward the decennial census—our nation’s largest,
most complex peacetime mobilization. The census is one of the federal government’s few
constitutionally required activities and is the basis for apportioning seats in the U.S. House of
Representatives. Decennial census data are the foundation of our democracy, influencing a wide
range of decisions in the private and public sectors. These decisions include the allocation of
more than $600 billion in federal assistance annually, industry investments, and state and local
government planning.

In closing, we thank you for recognizing the significance of the Census Bureau’s work as it
prepares for the 2020 Census and continues its mandate to collect, disseminate, and share data
regarding the changing demographic, economic and social composition of the U.S. population.
We look forward to working with you and your colleagues to ensure the Census Bureau has
robust funding in FY2019 to fulfill its vital mission and meet its constitutional obligation to
conduct an inclusive and accurate decennial census.



Sincerely,

ABG Consulting LLC
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Metro St. Louis Coalition for Inclusion and Equity, M-SLICE St. Louis
Metropolitan Area Planning Council Boston
Mi Familia Vota

Michigan Nonprofit Association

Michigan's Children
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