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Engaging local %8 39589850
voices Is easy.

SUPPORTING THE CENSUS
& AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY:

A free publication is
now available on
The Census Project
website to help build
a local stakeholder
coalition to support . 500000
census data. 00000000
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ORGANIZE

Get up-to-speed and stay informed http://www.thecensusproject.org/
Choose an individual or organization to lead and coordinate the coalition
Create a steering committee, board of directors, or advisory board

Choose a name for your coalition

Create a mission statement

Determine your legal status and potential sources of funding, if appropriate

CHECKLIST: Building an Effective Local Census Coalition

Action ltem

Get up to speed and stay informed
O Sign up for The Census Project updues

Extatiah sddress for offcal cosition busress
= Choose a name for your coalition

O Create mission statement

Determine legal status and funding
OSetup gal organiation. If apprope,

et Up new lage!

Your mission statement:

- s me * Keep it short and simple
| l ' | * Make it relevant to stakeholders and
lawmakers

* Describe why accurate, timely census and
ACS data are important to your state and
communities

Checklist: Building an
— Effective Local Census
- — Coalition

| The Census Project




Building an Effective Local Coalition

O OO

OUTREACH
e Start to build the coalition

Geography
Business and economic development
Local units of government

NGOs - Nonprofits, foundations, and
the faith community

Civil rights organizations

Newsmakers

) BUILDING BLOCKS FOR AN EFFECTIVE STATE-LEVEL COALITION

Enoh stato will have 3 difforcnt 33t of priortios, Issues, and types of ceganizations that
will havo the highest Impact with its congressional delegation. Reach out to thoso who
have 2 stake In the continuation of high quality consus data. Coasidar o wids variety of
stakoholders, such 3s agoncy and policy leaders who can spsak about thelr mission;
analysts and researchors wio are olosest to the data neods and appllcations; and
organizmtional govomment lalsons. Horo are soma factors to coasidar:

* Geography. Consider major matro arass, regional hubs, and rursl arass. Start with
your primary populstion canters), and than Gapand acrss the stang.

+ Bushoss and oconomic developmaent. These woloas are ImMuertial weeh il memsars
of Congress. Looal ccuncls of govemmant, chambers of commaroe, and aconomic
davclopmant sgendas usa cansus data o stract businessas snd jobs, emain
competithve, and stract workars and takent to the s, Leverage thase non-partisan
voices to highlight economio hasith and growth.

for eduostion, economic developmant and am

ciy ans county pareing socl senvess == |- BUilding Blocks

depancant on census data. .
» Maos — neapromis, sunaatons. an e i el for g Effective
State-Level

oEEnimEtions usa cansus data to identity commu
hasith agendas, Wds Count, Inmigrant support
. mnéuum.lnm;wpmm Coa||t|0n

others.

LISC - Local Infatives Support Corporation, Cathol
with disabiiitics, e LGET commurity, Immigrants and refugees, Iow-wage workars,
anc chiicren.

«  Newsmakoes. idan2fy local Issuas that are Nluminsted by census data, and local
kaders and crganizations that are prominant In those dscussions.

programs, monlior trands, and 255ess prOgram
for uncarsarved snd vunarabia popuations, Including: T P

* Make the “ask” for organizations and individuals to become census data
supporters

The Census Project



The MACS Model

Minnesotans for the American Community Survey

OO0 * Founded in 2013 in response to challenges to the ACS in Congress

 Grew from 12 to 100 members between March & year-end 2013
* Over 150 organizational and individual supporters now

* Relationships developed with all 10 MN congressional offices
e Staff in both D.C. and district offices & meetings with members
* Lawmakers took action in 2014 and 2015 to preserve and fund census
data in both the House and Senate. 7 of 10 are active supporters!

 MACS Mission: To educate Minnesota’s congressional delegation and the
public about the importance of consistent, reliable ACS census data for a
healthy economy and to improve the well-being of all Minnesotans.

Constituent

voices matter
00O

The Census Project



Managing a Coalition; Advancing the Work
O OO

* Set priorities
 Make policy statements
* Encourage action by stakeholders
* Encourage action by lawmakers

* Work with national partners

* (Createinformation materials

e Good communication is essential

* Leverage technology — website, social

media, contacts

* Internal communications keep
everyone informed & engaged

e External communications tell your
story

Minnesotans for the American Community Survey (MACS)

Why is the ACS important?

ACS Census data is
pl

often the foundation for sound policy,

The Census Bur isat aCrossroads
It must
and implement n ould save the Cen:
ion on Ihe 2020 Census. Organ nno all over

tate and the
country stand to
lose valuable data if
the USCensusis not

Quality ACS data is vital
to Minnesota’s future

Local Projects Utilize ACS Data

count in order to

TECHNICAL TOOLS ENHANCE EFFICIENCY
AND ESTABUSH A PROFESSIONAL LOOK.

The ACS Faces Threats

Voluntary Survey = Loss of Data

e US. Congress has recently

oy stempied to make the ACS

tary. A voluntary ACS would

ungtgied sm e dlmmlsh the quality & m.l.buny
B2 of small-area data wi gui

daily decisions across

sta
Pk Neighborhoods, rural areas, & small
populations would sufer the most

Yhe Need lov ding is Inmediate

s process now leads to +$5 billion in
unnecessary costs later.

Insufficient [ it
BNt ioncis

$5 billion

in costs

What can | do about it?
ing

census. i
being of all Minnesotans.

A/ wacs
www.MinnesotansForACS.org

= Google Drive and Calendar: Siworage of materials and evant/soivity schacule
=  Doodlec Cooncinstion of schedulas

- Malichimg: Frofassional looking
= Ifttt.com: A way tn automata posting

Technical Tools

=il othars, or from 3 biog % sooksl madla socounts

«  Squarcspace /Wix /Woedpress: Easy 10 usa, Imuthe wabsita craation
cptions for thosa without 3 technical background

« Caava.comr A webshs 0 araste professional graphics without 3
sschnical background

The Census Project




Managing a Coalition; Advancing the Work

O OO
e Continue to engage local supporters L B .
and partners S o e T Coms Pt b st R T patin
. %0 the fedaral lagislatve oyda during which kay votas are made regarding Cansus Suasu
L4 Make |t easy tO act ms.ﬂwnmmusmmmmlsmmmsmm
e Leverage supporters’ T e e e
. programs to Congrass.
Congre55|0na| contacts . Fobruary - May: Houze and Senats ASprpriations suscommitteas ROk haarings to
L. reviaw budgat raguasts for departments and SERNCIES.
* Anticipate frequently asked + Ape - Juma: Agprcpriztons sccmmtzass (ind .bsquirty fl cemmitsas) a3

and vote on 12 annual funding bils (calied 3 ‘markup’) covering fedaral govemment
UeStIOI’\S sonvties. The House and Senata Appropriaions Subcommitteas on Commarcs,
q Justcs, and Scienca, and Rolsted Agencics ara responsbia for Consus Burcau
fundng.
* June - Septambar: The Housa and Sana%e debste and vota on the annual
spproprigtions bils. Tha federl fscal year starts on October 1st.

. In recent years (2012-2015), Congress has not complatad appropriations bils on
* Leverage the steering e e e e e
%o roll sl 12 separate appropriztions bils Into ong

committee/board’s network and s spsranatens . n asaiee, asronn| KNOWING

whia Infrequant, 0sn oocur at any Sma. For axam
exper‘“se weawmmmwammmm When to act

Stakaholdars should siso rmach out to congressional offces whan Congrass Is not In
sassion at @ more Informal “coffoa”, meating, of Gvant In tha district. it Is important
10 estabilsh a working ralstionship with Staff 5o tha lswmakar wil be ready t0 support
cansus data and tha ACS at kay momants.

* Engage the media — the press is a big
consumer of census and ACS data

The Census Project
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Identify lawmakers’ interests that are
illuminated by census data

Get to know congressional staff

UNITED STATES

} HOUSE

REPRESENTATIVES
14

REPRESENTATIVES LEADERSHIP COMMITTEES LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY 1

Directory of Representatives

Also referred to as a or , each ive is elected to a two-year term serving the
people of a specific congressional district. The number of voting representatives in the House is fixed by law at no more
than 435, i ling the ion of the 50 states. Currently, there are five delegates representing the

District of Columbia, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands. A resident commissioner represents Puerto Rico. Learn more about representatives at The House Explained.

Arrange meetings with staff in the District

and Washington offices, if convenient

Keep staff members informed about

legislative activities that affect the census

and ACS.

Sample Email Requesting a Meeting with a Congressional Office

To (congreasional sta® member email address)

Subject Request (constiuent) meeting i [District or DC office]: Coalticn supporting census dets

Senator/Representative [nsert name|'s support for accurate, comprohensive census data is very important to
[insort state nama).

However, these critical data fa
+ The 2020 Decensial C

rly the cansus long &
voluntary. Over $400 bilkon in feden

/ws will be s [district city or Washington D.C.] On [dato]. Are you avaleble ts meet? I'd ke to share our parscective and
el you more about these current challenges. 'm avaladle ot [tmo }

Jock S2rward W heering from you
Fegards

[namo]

Exscutve Drecier, [ooalltion name |

fooalition websito link]

Phone numter

Sample email requesting
a meeting with a
congressional office

The Census Project



What do lawmakers hear about the ACS and census?
O OO

~
-

WHAT DO LAWMAKERS HEAR ABOUT THE ACS?

In avary congressional district, about 8,000 houssholds racaive tha ACS questionnain
cach yesr. Final ACS weightac housahold response rstes ara naarty 98 parcant, with Infal
responsa ratss (Inarnct and mal) averaging about 60 parcant (aMhough itlal responss
rates are much lower 2cross the South), raNGCtng an ouwstanding aval of cooparation.
Only 3 handful of peopia In aach cls¥rict call Telr membar of CoNgrass avery year, asking
sbout the quastionnake of caprassing concarns about privacy or the lagitimacy of the
survay 1t s Congress's job 1 raspond to consttuant concarns. 1t Is essential that census
stakahoidars 3dd balance to tha comversation by convaying thelr support for ACS and
consus data.

Tha Cansus Burau's Respondent Advocata scdrassas concams fom respondents and
mambars of Congress about confidaniaity, privacy, contant, snd responsa burcan. Tha
Raspondant Acvocata Is an mportant ally for cansus coslitions, Informing and educating
mambars of Congrass and tha public sbout tha nead for ACS and cansus cata and sharing
the Censzus Bureau's stallar privacy track record. 0ot 1o snow Uhg Rgegondant Adwocate,

« The primary mission of the Rospondent Advocato Is to advocato for resposdosts In i
mattors refating to Cossus sarvoys 3ad CONSUSOS. -

Is this survey
legit? Isita

Putting Respondents First
Census Bureau Survey Help

Public cooperation is vital to ensuring that the Census Bureau
provides accurate statistics about our nation’s people, places and
economy to help all levels of government operate efficiently and

enable entrepreneurs and businesses to make informed decisions

that grow the economy and create jobs. The Census Bureau
is committed to making its surveys user-friendly and serving
respondents’ needs.

STEPS TO IMPROVE YOUR SURVEY EXPERIENCE

Appointing a Respondent Advocate within the Census Bureau

(ACS) to reduce time needed to reply

Putting the American Community Survey (ACS) and 60 other
surveys online to reduce the need for follow-up contacts

RESOURCES TO HELP YOU
DAVE WADDINGTON, RESPONDENT ADVOCATE

Dave is your advocate throughout the survey design and data
collection process. He collects feedback from people who receive
surveys, as well as Congressional staff and stakeholder groups, to
ensure that your needs are met, your concerns are addressed, and
questions are answered.

TELEPHONE HELP

Census Bureau staff are available to answer questions, assist with

i fonnaires, provide i ion on protecting the
security and privacy of your personal information, and explain the
purpose of every question.

(CENSUS BUREAU REGIONAL OFFICES

Census Bureau Regional Office staff are available to help you. For
more information, please visit www.census.gov/regions.

‘CENSUS BUREAU WEBSITE

For FAQs related to our surveys and other information,
please visit census.gov.

United States™
ensus U, Deparmentof Cormmerce
— Birea 5. CaNGUS BUREAU

Reviewing every question on the American Community Survey

within 24 hours.

Dave Waddington,
Respondent Advocate
respondent-advocats ensus.gov
301.763.3195

ACS Help Line
For help completing the form,
from 9 a.m. to midnight
Eastern time,
call 1.800.354.7271

Census Call Center
For information about Census
Bureau surveys and data, from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Eastern time,

call 1.800.923.8282

ACS Website
Census.gov/acs
Census Regional Offices
For information on contacting
your regional office, go to
census.gov/regions




e Sector-Based Coalition

* Partners and colleagues in your
existing network, industry, or sector

* Targeting Congressional Committees
* Appropriations Committees
* Authorizing/Oversight Committees

* Rapid Response Strategy
* Hybrid coalition across states, sectors,
and interests.

—Gov

K3

N

“Big 7” - state
SRS and local

ASSOCIATION
The Collective

About | NGA Home | Careers

e (\/ © M e Nt

Federal Relations
NGA Committees
NGA Policy Positions
NGA Letters

NGA Testimony

NGA Leadership

American Community Survey — Big 7
way 20,2015

The Honorabe John Culberson
Chairman
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,
Science and Related Agencies

House Committee on Appropriations
H-309 The Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Chaka Fattah

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,
Science and Related Agencies

House Committee on Appropriations
1028 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Culberson and Ranking Member Fattah:

On behalf of the Big 7, a coalition of national organizations that represent state and local officals, we
respectfully urge you to support continued funding of the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey
(Acs) 2 with your deliberations on the FY16 C Justice, Science and Related Agenci
Appropriations bill.

The ACS is an ongoing statistical survey that samples the population each year in order to provide
communities the information they need to plan investments and services. It is the most relied upon source of

ic, housing and fi i in the country. The federal government, states and
local communities all depend on this survey's essential data.

The ACS s the largest and only data set of its kind. It critically important information is used to determine the
amount of federal funds states and local governments receive for essential services such as education and
public health. The survey's income data is used to determine federal allocations for Medicaid, a program that
accounts for an estimated 43 percent of all federal grants to states. State and local governments also use ACS

Bring actions
to the state
and local level

THE COUNCIL FOR COMMUNITY
AND ECONOMIC RESEARCH

T MULTIFAMILY
NAHB

National Association .
of Home Builders ARTMEN
NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION of
REALTORS*
—
e —

April 13,2015

Honorable Chaka Fat

A

ICSC

77\
]

Csearcn |

el

s

The Leadership The nation’s premier

Conference civil & human rights coalition

About Us. Press Room Sign Up Take Action Donate Now

Oppose To Reduce Funding for Census Bureau
Advocacy Letter -06101/15

Source: Th Leadership Conference on Civl and Human Righs
Recipient: .S. House of Representatiies

e PDF ofths lefer ere

Y

Oppose Amend
‘Oppose Any Ride]

Dear Representative:

On benalf o The Leadsrship Conference on Cil and H
organizations to promate and protectthe cil and huma

Polcy Letiers

Leadership

Testmony

otng Record

‘The Leadership Conference considers 3 fair and accur C OI I | e re I IC e O n

facing the country today. Census data ensure fat propol
as education, healh care, and ural broadband access,
Equal Emplojment Opporunity Cammission,in monito

. .
1R 2578 s e onsus ureau' et et
Coneus a2 rle o el e IVII dn uman
etuos e by 2 tion il

Rights

Honorable John Culberson
Chairman Memmber
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science and Subcommittee on Cof
Related Agencies Related Agencies
House Comnittee on Appropriations House Committee
H-309 The Capitol H-309 The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 203

Dear Chairman Culberson and Ranking Member Fattah:

As you consider federal agency funding for Fiscal Year 2016, we e

for the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS)

Business

Community

The Census Project



'S IN OUR HANDS

00O IS THE TIME TO ACT.

Tho stakes are high for lnformod decislon-making. Tho potential loss

of consistent accurate. small area consus data requires immediate
action from local areas and local volkcos.

e Constituents rarely mention support for census data to members of Congress. Yet,
census data are used widely across all sectors of every lawmaker’s district and
state.

* Congress holds the power to:
e provide adequate and timely funds for the 2020 Census and ACS.

* maintain the ACS as a mandatory survey.

» Constituents matterto members of Congress — your voice has impact.

Imagine.... if 5-10 census stakeholders in every congressional district
informed their member of Congress and both senators that census data
and the ACS are critically important to their local economy and the well-
being of all, census data would have much stronger support in Congress.

\“3%
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Get started. It's easy!
OXOXO®)

Local voices can
change this outcome.

Download your free copy of

“Supportingthe Census & American Community
Survey: A Toolkit for Coalition-Building”

at http://www.thecensusproject.org/

Questions? Comments?

The Census Project
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Thank you for attending today’s
APDU/Census Project Webinar

SUPPORTING THE CENSUS

& AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY-
A Toolkit for Coalition-Building

APDU/Census Project WEBINAR
March 2, 2016
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ASSOCIATION Of PUBLIC DATA USERS

Supporting the Census & ACS: A Toolkit for Coalition-
Building - How State and Local Voices Can Make a
Difference

March 2, 2016
Host
Brendan Buff, Association of Public Data Users
Introduction
Warren Brown, President, Association of Public Data Users
Presenters
* Phil Sparks, Co-Director, The Census Project

* Joan Naymark, Executive Director, MACS — Minnesotans forthe
American Community Survey



