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pagape@erossiinkcom W A gsociation of Population Centers (PAA/APC), we are writing to express our
continued support for adequate Census Bureau funding in conference. Let us begin by
thanking you for holding the hearing and allowing the opportunity to provide a letter
of support for full funding for the Census Bureau.

At (e pODaSSOC.Org
htip.ianww, popcenters. org

PAA/APC strongly supports the President’s fiscal year 2007 budget request for 2010
census planning and the American Community Survey (ACS). Although the
decennial count is just three years away the proposed $878.2 million funding level is
less than one percent above the President’s fiscal year 2006 request.

The Administration’s proposed funding level for the agency represents the amount
needed to enable effective preparations for the decennial count and comprehensive
data collection in the American Community Survey. Final preparations for the 2007
Economic Census and Census of Governments also take place next year. The
Economic Census produces the nation’s most comprehensive picture of key
industries; the data are widely used to evaluate the health of vital economic sectors
and to plan for future growth and stability. We urge you to consider the importance of
this data to your constituency.

In 2007, Census activities will shift from the planning stage to preparations for the
2010 count. From questionnaire content, to technical infrastructure, to address lists
and maps, the Census Bureau must make final design decisions, pull together the
components of the enumeration, and begin laying the groundwork for the conduct of
the census.

By law, the Census Bureau must submit proposed topics for the census to Congress
by April 1,2007. Content tests for both the decennial census short form and the
related American Community Survey are taking place this year; the Census Bureau
will evaluate the tests and finalize the content in the first half of fiscal year 2007.
(For example, the Bureau is testing several versions of the race and Hispanic origin
questions and a possible ancestry question.)



In 2007, the Census Bureau will prepare for the 2008 Census Dress Rehearsal. The dress
rehearsal in San Joaquin County, CA, and several North Carolina counties will feature new
methods (such as bilingual questionnaires and a targeted replacement mailing), new technologies
(including hand-held computers and Global Positioning System software), updated address lists
and digital maps, and new strategies for reaching hard-to-count populations. The dress rehearsal
provides the only opportunity to test the integrated 2010 plan in a census-like environment.

The census relies on a complex technological infrastructure, and the Census Bureau must work
with its contracting partners in 2007 to develop the framework for field data collection and data
processing. A significant portion of the requested increase for 2010 census planning will fund
contract management and development activities for Field Data Collection Automation and the
Decennial Response Integration System. The Census Bureau has also requested funds to update
the TIGER digital mapping system in 690 counties, completing a modernization project that will
help census takers locate and enumerate households correctly.

Adequate funding for the census in FY2007 is a wise and necessary investment. Laying the final
groundwork for innovative design features, such as mailing a second form to unresponsive
households and equipping census takers with hand-held computers, will save millions of dollars
in the long run and will help ensure a more accurate count in 2010 by reducing operational risk.

The ACS will enable Congress, state and local governments, businesses, and community service
providers to identify emerging needs and to target solutions far more accurately than they could
with census long form data.

ACS data will help public and private sector policy-makers track and analyze important trends,
such as growing school-age and senior citizen populations, incidence of poverty, availability of
affordable housing, households needing language assistance, and the needs of veterans. The
relatively modest investment in this annual survey will allow legislators to target more
effectively hundreds of billions of dollars in program funds, and businesses to invest trillions of
dollars more prudently, for the betterment of all communities.

In closing, we urge you to fully fund the President’s request for the Census Bureau in
conference. Thank you for your consideration of our views and for your support of adequate
funding for important Census Bureau activities. Your interest in demographic research has been
incredibly important to our research community. This support is leading to some of the most
innovative and important work in the field of demography.

Sincerely,
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